 3/17/2026 Meeting Notes
Honors Advisory Committee



Honors UCLA TAP Certified 
· 2025: 42 Certified
· 2026: (83 Applied) 74 Certified
Honors to Honors UCI 
· 2025: 36 Certified
· 2026: (47 Applied) 38 Certified

FC Certification Forms 
2025: 48 with 34 STEM
2026: (33 Applied) 21 Certified
*All students who met requirements for UCLA or UCI certification(s) will also be certified for General Honors completion so 133 Certified students in total
Most mistakes from students not being certified: not aware of requirements or not meeting the GPA requirements. 

Changes to certification for 2026-27 Certification Cycle:
Students seeking certification should be finished with honors coursework before the last spring semester, except for the last 6 units of honors courses needed 

UCI is now: “Consideration to be invited to join the Campuswide Honors program. No longer “Honors to Honors admission”. However, UCI is still asking our honors program to send a list of who participates in the honors program each December. 
 


Follow-up: Honors staff will update information on website and Canvas to make sure communication is clear for the next cycle. 
Spring 2026 Important Dates:
· Transfer Celebration – May 21, 2026
· Honors Certified students will receive medallions and certificates at that event
· Commencement – May 30, 2026
HTCC Discussions:
Jodi shared some of the conversations happening with the other campus honors directors at the last HTCC meeting. IVC and Saddleback both shared that Yale Eli Whitney student applicants were asked to provide syllabi of their honors classes and there was a discussion about the admissions staff being concerned about asynchronous online classes from honors programs. This is not a policy suggestion, just a request for all to keep their ears open if we start to hear similar concerns from other transfer schools. 
We also had a long discussion about concerns about increased cheating with AI and how faculty can help share best practices as they develop. Some honors programs are offering meta discussions and panel discussions about the learning, the future of education, and AI itself. 

Note: Santiago Canyon College had Karen Hao as a guest speaker, author of Empire of AI: Dreams and Nightmares in Sam Altman’s OpenAI. Many honors students attending are interested in further discussions and academic research of their own. 
 
Feedback from Student Rep. Olivia Barikzai
· Concern about timely responses from honors@fullcoll.edu email
· Requests Summer and Fall Honors Schedules out to students ASAP
Follow-Up 3/17/26 – Emailed reminder to honors staff to respond to students emails promptly, even when the information isn’t available

Summer 2026 Classes: 
ANTH 107HF: Honors Anthro of Magic, Witchcraft and Religion 
7/6/26 – 8/09/26 Summer Session
LIB 100 HF: Honors Intro to Research 
6/8/26 – 7/19/26 Summer Session


Honors Courses on the Class Schedule or Created:
· ESC 130 F Oceanography: Adjunct Babak Hassanzadeh is teaching this semester
· ESC 116 F Astronomy: Liliana Ramsey, Liliana is teaching this semester
· Jodi will reach out to the department to ask about future scheduling
· Economics 101 HF and 102 HF
Follow-up 3/17/26
Confirmed with Francis Mummery those classes are scheduled
· Friday mornings 9:00 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. 
· Request for COMM 1000 HF Intro to Public Speakinn
Follow-up 3/17/26 – Emailed Humanities Dean Jeanette Rodriguez and Toni Nielson to follow up about a previous discussion we’d had about creating this course in curriculum that was put on hold during Common Course Numbering changes.



Stanford Bay Area Symposium, Saturday, May 2nd – 6 students applied
Waiting for notification – if students are accepted, I may need another honors faculty member willing to fly up with the students on Friday, May 1st. I’ll be attending the campus Students of Distinction and will need to fly up early Saturday morning (possibly with a SoD)  Will ask faculty mentors of accepted applicants first. 


2026 Fullerton College Presenters
HTCC Research Conference at UC Riverside
Saturday, March 28, 2026

Honors Transfer Council of California | The Conference
Saturday, March 28th at UC Riverside
*Free event parking is available in parking lots 1 and 24
*Bring your own water bottle/beverages will not be provided 

PROGRAM
7:15-8:00 Registration & Breakfast 
8:00-8:40 Opening Plenary
8:50-9:30 Session 1A: Poster Presentations A
9:40-10:20 Session 1B: Poster Presentations B 
10:30-11:45 Session 2: Oral Presentations 
11:45-12:45 Lunch only available for pre-registered guests and UC Riverside Campus Resource Fair
12:45-2:00 Session 3: Oral Presentations 
2:15-3:30 Session 4: Oral Presentations 
3:45-4:30 Closing Plenary / Awards 


A. Stop by our practice session on campus Friday, March 20th from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. In Room 1413 where our students will be rehearsing and helping each prepare for their poster and oral presentations at the HTCC Research Conference the following week.

B. If anyone wants to attend the HTCC Research Conference at UC Riverside, please email me for more information. I'll have a schedule of presentations by the end of the week so you can know the location and time of a particular research presentation. 

Poster Presentations

Two-Spirit Identity: An Introduction
Theodore Grimm, Paulina Perea, and Jordan Ahn
Faculty Mentor: Shahrazad Encinias

How Baldwin Park’s Freeway Communities Highlight a Flaw Within Local Politics
Ebony Guerrero
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

The Mathematics of Consciousness: Synchronization Thresholds in Cortical Networks
Se Min Kim
Faculty Mentor: Dana Clahane

Bridging Psychology and Data Science: An NLP Framework for Early Risk Detection of Major Depressive Disorder from Social Media Language
Phillip Lee
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

Bread, Blood, and Belief: The Trope of Terroristic Labels
Zach (Turner) McCarty and Mona Sayedsalim
Faculty Mentor: Christian Duran

Love Against Neoliberalism: Reclaiming Relationality and Otherness in the Face of Hyper-Individualism
Christopher Yokoyama-Cons
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

Oral Presentations

The Impact of Social Media on Modern Dating: A review of the sociological research literature on young adults.
Alexandra Areces
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

The Pulse Progress
Sam Baek, Maesun Chi, and Godwin Moy
Faculty Mentor: Kathryn Turley Sonne

Beyond Appearance: Patriarchal Beauty, Asian Womanhood, and the Feminist Fight to Exist as We Are
Catherine Bui
Faculty Mentor: Rosie Kar

Beyond the Price Tag: How Consumer Values of Individuality, Social Responsibility, and Cultural Connection Affect Demand in the Fashion Industry
Caleb Chang and Rayan Bkayrat
Faculty Mentor: Sheilah Dobyns

The Hemisphere’s Worst Group Project: U.S. Deportations and Colombia’s Struggle to Hold the Humanitarian Line
Elise Halewijn
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

Beyond Individual Effort: Understanding the Structures That Make Educational Inequality
Seju Jung 
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

The Detrimental De Facto Discrimination in Higher Education: How Socioeconomic Status Shapes Access, Identity, and Opportunity
Ryuga Madokero
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

An Inspection of the Empty Plate Policy
Zach (Turner) McCarty
Faculty Mentor: Christian Duran

From Ban to Settlement: The Fight for Homeless Rights in Norwalk
Samantha Meili
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

Antes de Que Nos Olviden, Haremos Historia
Maryana Paredes, Antes de Que Nos Olviden, and Haremos Historia
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Detecting Lucid Dreams and Nightmares from EEG Data with Machine Learning
Jackson Reeve, Tyler Nguyenbui, Darren Espinosa, and Jacob Nelson
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma

Beyond Choice: Structural Barriers to Reproductive Justice in the US
Amanda Rivada
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Social Alienation of the American Workforce
Dylan Rowe
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Artificial Intelligence in Medicine
Alec Santillan and Nick Danyang
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Israeli Suppression of Palestinian Writers and Cultural Memory
Mona Sayedsalim
Faculty Mentor: Christian Duran

Does an Individual’s Search for Purpose Lead to Radical Tribal Thinking in the Digital Era?
Ethan Shao
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Racial Capitalism: Dominance, Inequality, and Abolitionist Resistance
Zoey Spicer
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

The Inconsistency of Life Ethics in Conservatives: Abortion, Medicare, and Selective Moralism
Vanessa Vu
Faculty Mentor: Alexander Scott

Contemporary Alienation as a Crisis of Consciousness: An Erosion of Phenomenological Consciousness in the Modern Day
Christopher Yokoyama-Cons
Faculty Mentor: Jodi Balma





